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hewas in trouble,”
Akron U assistant coach Ger-

ald-Carr explained to Fazio just -

how deep Johihson's trouble ran, -

It -was -Zindinute warnmg'

time," Fazio said. ““This kid was
at the crossroads,”’

Fazio stepped in. He shepherd‘ :
ed- Johnson through registration; -

'making sure be got the classes he
needed: He introduced him-to the.

English - department’s writing'

center. He found him tutors,
“Michael's attitude the first

three weeks -wag more that of .
soineone going thrdugh the mo--

tn(ms, not someone whose life was
-on'the lne,” Fazio said.

“The turning point was when

Coach Carr came to see him."”

‘Gerald Carr-not:ignly coacheé ’
Akvron: U's quarterbacks. he. -

played the position, at Sduthern
linois not that many: years ago.
- JMCarp,” . F'aust. said, s a won-
derful roie’ model He laid down
fhe law.”
And Johnson listened,

__“I'saw him right after Carp'§ ..
. visit and he, was a ‘changed per-.
. soiy,” Fazio said.. “He had fire i,

'his éyes.”"

Everything began to fall into
_place. For every. hour Johnson .
. .invésted — he. uterally ‘went.:tg" -

. class. studied or worked with tu. "

hé .could nota~g W
freeway. betw
‘es-opened. .
" “They’d been workihg o it-for-: 6 m
©Ag-wasn't iheir last conversa-. }

tors ifrom 7 a.m. until midnight
- something good happened.
‘SBometimes, strarige things.
‘On "the wegkJohnson had to
begin' at’ Phoe};ix gg}iége a class
01 é‘sa, ‘the

e S

five:years;’” Fazio sald.

oscampus-»-;f..

The week after -the summer -

sessidil ended, the freeway._closed

“Michael had a lot of people

‘Jooking out for Him,"’ Fazid said.

-And "in ‘case they weren’t
enotigh, Fazio went a step far-
ther,

I saida lot oft' prayers to -St.
Jude,”

It seemed a good choice, Jude

is thé saiit of lost- eauses ‘or im-
possible tasks,

Junior C"E‘n'el Penland a re-

¢ tubriingstarter for the Umversity
* of " Akron football team: at wide

recéiver, was declaved gcademi- -
- cally-'ineligible ‘Tuesday “fox‘ the .

fall semester,

“‘Penland (6-foot-9, 170 pounds) .

caught 10 passes-for-199 yards,
including an 84-yard touehdown
x‘eception, last sedson. '1

175},

for-a -weelt, Withgut i, Johnson .
colild ‘not have -gotten bdck and.
" forth ‘etvveen: ¢lasses on time.-

'-‘ans d@@ﬁam P@m&amd me'hgn
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(615 186) wi
'transfer, junior

As the second summer Session
. drew to a coficlusion, Fazio had

Jtaken his prayers to Hawaii on a .

1ong-p1anned family vacation.
“1 told -my\ wife,”’ "aziq sa_.m,

tmn That ocelirred after Johnson
had finished his final class and
wasnprepa,ring t0. go ta the airport

- to'flyite.-Akron.and his future.

“As we sat there," Fazio said'

“he told me how much he appre:
ciated. everything that-had hap«-

pened to i at Mesa.”

Fazio looked into Johnson s'
" eyes.,

“Someday, Mike,” he said,

you'll be in a position where
‘somebody will need your help.” 1
"Y1 be ready," Johnson promi- |-

ised..

bt

Community College, or part-time
'returmng starter ‘Tracy. Ellerbe

as the starters for the Zips.

It also was announced that.
juniorcorherback Richard Larde .
,'(Cleveland) and wallt-on fresh
‘man “kicker ‘Pat Zered (Pitts- |

le:

transfer from Arizona- Western.

I.tearn with anether
nard“Thomas,

iatiadel e 1w i

o4

-ﬁ—s-h1ng ‘on his day’ off

“You know,” Fazio said Tues-
day, “I think he will be,”

And that, will be the rest of the
rest of the Mike Johnson Story
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No seasonal tzm changeover wz‘th'

Darren J“ohnson (5-T,

a ','_-burgh) both haVe quit the team. . {1
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