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brought together. But mem-
bers of blended families need
each other. The c¢hildren will
never be close'in the way that
siblings can be, because they
aren’t siblings. But they can

form- new and different rela-’

tionships. They can become
solid friends and depend on
one another.

The children’s ability to get
along will depend on where
they are in their adjustment to
their parents’ divorce. They
may be feelihg conflicted,
caught between feelings of loy-

alty to both parents. This will.

be easier for them to handle if
the néw marriage is solid.

It’s important for the par-
" ent and stepparent to present

a unified front at times of con-

flict. If each parent backs up
the other, the children will
eventually model their behav-
ior on the solidarity they see.
It's equally irmportant for
ex-spouses to move past their
own anger and support each
other. This is asking a lot of
parents who are mourning the
loss of their earlier relation-
ship and may be anxious about
the future. But it is the best

way to help a child feel secure

in two famnilies.
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The pen is mightier

Mesa teacher
warlts to raise
an army of tutors

By GERI KOEPPEL
TRIBUNE

Gene Fazio-wants you to

Joini his arrny:

Instead of totmg a weapon
and praeticing at .artillery
ranges, though, he wants you
to brandish a pen or pencil
and invade local schools and
libraries. .

Fazio; an English instruc-
tor at Mesa Conimunity Col-
lege, aims to create an “ar-
my” of tutors by 2010. to
provide individualized
instruction. '

“My goal is to level the -
academic playing ground.’

between the haves and have-
nots by providing an-alterna-
tive path of literacy for those
who aren’t performing” he
said. o

" Last fall,. about 26 percent
of the students taking .the

© English placement test and
about 31 percent of the stu-

dents -taking the reading
‘placement test at Mesa Com-
munity College tested into

‘through

devélopmental English and
developmental reading cours-

" @s. This means a lot of stu-

dents aren’t- adédquately pre-
pared for ‘academic suecess
when they begin college.

To help them, Fazio ‘has
developed a . writing tute¥ial
that teaches
students to
write

practice; not
by lécturing.
He'll dew
onstrate the :
tutorial at-a .
free work. Oene Fazlo
shop 9 a.m. to fioon Saturday
in the Kiva Room of the Kirk
Student Center at Mesa
Comtiunity College.

Parents, educators and
anyone looking to volunteer
as a tutor at'a local school or
college: can learn how to
teach by attendmg the work-
shop. The materlals can be
applied to 'ninth-grade
through college-level learn-
ers, Attendees will get hand-
outs .to take home, and any
individiial or schicol has per-
mission to make more copies

‘if they wish.

“We're not in this to make

money,” Fazio said, “we're in
thisto make a differenice.”

In addition to learning by
doing, stud_ents get conistant
oversight “In a class,” he said,

“you have to present the irifor-
Iation the best you can and
hope it sticks.” -

Fazio likes to draw an: anal-

ogy to’'the-movie “The’Karate
Kid,” in which a karate master.
teaches . his pupil’ by having
‘'him practice . rudimentary
moves that are. easily mas-
tered — waxing a car; painting
a fence, and so-on. *

Similarly, Fazio asks writ-
ing students to piit together
complex:sentences by starting
with simple ones.. For
instance; one of the: first exer-
cises is to add two ‘adjectives

to a sentence. Taking the -

-example, “The womsdn
screamed,” for instance, the
student -miglit create, “The

‘tall, thin ‘woman screamed” °

-The work sheets build “on -
these principles quickly to
create complex " séntenées,
agraphs and then s,
1t sounds too easy to be:
true, but - Michael Huard -of -
Mesa is proof that it works.
Huard, 82, was a high school
dropout who got his GED in

Writing tutor
© workshap
When: 9 a.m. tonoon-Saturday
Where: Kiva Rooni of the Kirk
Student Center at:Mesa Comimunity
Callage, 1833 West Southern Ave.

Cost: Free :
Information: Rescivations
required; e-mail

-wren@miail.me.maricopazedu to

reserve or call Gene Fazio at (480
461-7614 for more |nformatmn

the military. He placed into
Fazio’s temedial English
course ‘three years ago when
he started at Mesa ‘Commu-

- nity -College: He now holds a

3.8 grade point average at Ari-
zona -State Umver51ty, work-
ing toward a4 major in second-
ary education in English,
“In-every course I've expe-
rieficed so far; with the excep-
tion of mathematics, writing
is'the key,” he said: .
Huard helps other students
as well. ‘At the end of his
semester -in Fazio’s . writing
course, he became a peer

tutor ‘for cther students, and .
continues t6 work one-oni-one "

with students at ASU. 7
“You can start to see the
progress almost unmedmte]y"

" He‘said.

"CONTAGT WRITER: (480) 898-6574 .

or gkoeppel@aztrib.com

5401H: Hayden Road, Scottsdale
S1. (480 312-2361.

Cooking basles: “Cooking
Basics for Kids,” a hands-on
class for ages 6 to 12, will tie
10:30-a.m- to noon at Kiwanis

" Park Recréation Genter. 6111 S.

Afl-America Way, Terripe: $20.
(480) 350-5201.

CRIB NOTES

- I§'|t:abu's :

If you seé a parent han-

-dlirig a'chilld too roughly in .

a public place, you might be

" torn between - wanting. to

help and Tot ‘wanting to

.interfére. Try one of these

tactics suggested by Sid
Johnson, president of Pre-
vert Child Abuse Amierica;

-+ Start a- conversation
with the .adult to direct
dttention “away froih the

- child. Try, “My -son also

getsupset like that” -

;% If the ¢hild is.misbe-
having, divert his attention.
You miight ask him, “That’s
‘a great baseball eap; are
you a Red Sox fan?’!

Avoid ne atlve

call (800) 244-6573; o visit
.preventchlldabuse.orq.
Kn|qht_Rldder’Newspapers )




